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To know New Japan aright we must study Old Japan,
for we cannot understand things as they are without knowing
how they became what they are. Life in Old
Japan illustrated many of the common Eastern
characteristics; but from early times the Japanese
have shown that they had qualities of their own, which
no doubt were to be accounted for by their climatic
conditions, their religious belief, their racial descent, and
the influences of India, China, and Korea. On this part
of the subject, however, only a few remarks are at present
possible.

The Japanese trace their descent from the gods. Their
first Emperor, Jimmu Tenno, acceded to the throne in 660
B.C,, but recent investigations seem to show that the first
trustworthy date in Japanese history is A.D* 461, and that
even the annals of the sixth century are to be received with
caution. The first Emperors or Mikados held absolute sway
over the whole of Japan, but the defective means of com-
munication necessarily left large discretionary powers in the
hands of the local authorities. These gradually increased,
and ultimately something like what we know as the feudal
system was evolved. The Emperors had nominal authority
over the country, but the Daimyos or feudal chiefs carried
on the work of administration to a large extent on their own
responsibility. Towards the end of the seventh century one
of the hereditary Ministers of State began to encroach on the
power of the Emperor, and from that time till the revolution
In 1868, the Emperors reigned but did not rule. The com-
mandcr-in-chief or generalissimo of the Emperor, called the
Shogun (Sei-i Tai-Shogun, that is " Barbarian - subduing
Generalissimo "), assumed almost all the actual government,'
and this condition of affairs gave rise to,the belief among
foreigners- that there were two Emperors in Japan, one
temporal and the other spiritual. There were several
changes in the dynasty, that of Tokugawa held power for
nearly 270 years. On the advent of foreigners the Shogun
was known by the name of Tycoon, but that was a name